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A SHORT and TRUE 


STANDARD, Ke. 


BY the religion of Proteſtants I do not 

uvnderſtand the Doctrines of Luther or 
Calvin or Malancthon, or the Confeſſion 

of Auguſta or Geneva, nor the Cate- 
chiſm of Hildeburg, nor the Articles 
of the Church of England, no, nor the 


ä harmony of Proteſtant Confeſſion; but 


| that wherein they all agree, and which 
they all ſubſcribe with greater harmony, 
as a perfect rule of their faith and 


actions, that is, the Bible. The Bible, 


I ſay, the Bible only, is the religion of 
Proteſtants, Whatſoever elſe they be- 


lieve beſides it and the plain and irre- 
fragable indubitable conſequences of it, 


3. well. 


* N 


2475 


Well may they hold it as matter of 
opinion ; but as matter of faith and re- 
ligion neither can they with coherence | 
to their own grounds believe it them 
| ſelves, nor require the belief of it of 


others without moſt high and moſt ſu- 


matical preſumption. I, for my part, 
after a long and (as I verily believe and 
hope) impartial ſearch of the true way 
to eternal happineſs, do profeſs plainly 
that I cannot find any reſt for the ſole 
of my foot but upon this rock only, In 
a word, there i is no ſufficiency, but of Scrip- 
jure only, for any confidering man to build 
upon. 


| CavacuiLL, 


THE Bible -is the only fare foundation 
upon which they (the Clergy) ought to 
build every article of their faith which 
they profeſs, every point of Doctrine 
which they teach. All other founda- 

tions, whether they be the deciſions of | 

Councils, the Confeſſions of Churches, 


i e 


nn. I 


ö 


„ 

Preſcripts of Popes, or the Expoſitions 
of private men, ought to be conſidered 5 
by them as ſandy and unſafe, as in no 
wile fit to be ultimately relied on. 

The effect of the eſtabliſhed ſyſtems in ob- 
ſtructing truth, is to the laſt degree de- 
plorable; every one ſees it in other 
Churches, but ſcarce any one ſuſpects it 
in his own. | 
Collection of Theoligical Tracts by 
R. Warson, Tas 

Lord * of Llandaff, : 


P RESUME 3 
timent which men of moſt if not all 
ſects of religion unite in and ſubſcribe 
to more than this, viz. that thoſe who 
adhere to what they have embraced may 
be ſaved thereby, not excepting even that | 
of the Mahometan. For a ſenſible and 
candid man at leaſt to deny this would ex- 
| poſe himſelf to cenſure, as deficient i in that 


Catholic opinion which men expect he 
4 3 ſhould 


TAI 


hold and maintain. And it muſt be owned, 


that this is certainly pleaſing to a benevo- 
lent mind that wiſhes the ſalvation of all 
his fellow creatures; but on inveſtigating 


and tracing its conſequences, poſſibly ſome 


of them will not be allowed by many who 
hold it, when preſſed hard with them. 


| Sxer. I, F or if any man or many men 
may be ſaved upon believing in, and ad- 
hereing to, the Dodrines and Inſtitutes of 
religion in which they are educated or vo- 
luntarily embrace, but not thoſe which : 
are contained in the New Teſtament, it 


will follow, that it is of no real conſe- 


quence which of the ſyſtems it is; E for if 


any one or more may be ſaved thereby, 


then every one of them may Who adheres 
to that he lives under. For if it is granted 
that any one or more of them may obtain 
that end thereby, then all may, as being 


equally efficacious to ſave each one or 


none. The ſyſtem of religion any perſons 7 
embrace, how much ſoever it differs 1 in its 


doct rines 


= 


5 


doctrines, &c. from that of another, is 
efficacious thereto to thoſe who adhere to 


it. The efficacy of the Mahomedan re- 
ligion, for inſtance, to anſwer that end, 


muſt be admitted of as well as that of 
the Papiſts, or of any one of the Pro- 


teſtants whoſe doctrines, &c. are not con- 
tained in the New Teſtament. 


Stet. 2, But further, it will alſo follow, 5 


that the inefficacy of the Mahomedan re- 


| ligion to ſave men is not to be placed to 
the account of its doctrines, &c. but to 
its not being adhered to by thoſe who live 
under it. This cannot but be admitted 
upon the ſentiment we are conſidering, 

which allows that ſome of thoſe who be- 

lieve i in, and adhere to them, may be ſaved 
thereby, but this applies to and includes 
every one of them, or none. For if it is 


denied to be efficacious to every one of 


them who adheres thereto, it muſt like- 


wiſe to individuals; and therefore cannot 
A 4 Wo but 
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ﬀ but be inconiſiint with the opinion we 
are ſpeaking of. 
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The ſame reaſoning and the like conſe- N 
quences will alſo follow, as it reſpects the | 
religion of the Papiſts as well as each one | 
of the Proteſtants, whoſe doctrines, &c. 
are not founded in the New Teſtament. 
For tho' either of the ſyſtems of religion 1 
of the Proteſtants may not equally differ | 
from the laſt· mentioned; yet ſo far as they f 
1 do, the reaſoning holds good, as it reſpects 
the ſentiment we are mentioning. For f 
if a man may be ſaved by adhering to | 


either of the Proteſtants whoſe doctrines, 

& c. are not contained in the New Teſta- 
ment, 1 preſume that no ſubſtantial reaſon 5 
or argument can be offered to prove it 


will not equally apply to the religion =: 
Mahomed, or the Papiſts, | 
' Sect 3. But again, I obſerve it follows, 


4 
: 


that the importance of the ſyſtem of re- 
3 ligion of the two latter are in this reſpect | 
= ; owned to be upon a leyel with either of Ns 
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the Proteſtants whoſe doctrines, &c. are 
not found in the New Teſtament, becauſe 
being ſaved is the ultimation of each of 
them; alſo and therefore if the others 
are allowed to be efficacious to obtain that 
end, what we have obſerved ought to be 
admitted. If a Proteſtant denies that ef- 
ficacy to the Mahomedan, becauſe its 
doctrines, &c. differ eſſentially from thoſe. 
contained i in the New Teſtament, he muſt 
give up what he allowed, viz. that ſome 
men of all religions may be ſaved by ad- 
hering to that they live under; or if they 
are ſaved it is by a ſyſtem of religion they 
do not embrace. In conſequence of which 
denial, the Proteſtant muſt alſo grant that 

: the Papiſts are not faved by their reli- 


gion, becauſe he believes that molt of its 


doctrines, &c. alſo differ very eſſentially 


from thoſe contained in the New Teſta- 


ment, and conſequently what he allows, | 
viz. that thoſe of that religion who adhere 
to it may likewiſe be ſaved thereby. For 
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1 
if in general they are not ſaved by adhere- | 
ing to it, then no one can; becauſe, as we 


obſerved, if it is efficacious to ſave one 
or ea few, then many or all of them may. 


Sxcr. 4. Further, upon the ſentiment 


we are mentioning, it follows, that the 
real cauſe why the Papiſts are not all 


ſaved by their religion, who adhered to it, 


does not, as was obſerved, ariſe from the 
_ Inſufficiency of its doctrines, &c. but to 


men's not conforming to it. For were 


that the real efficient cauſe, it applies to all 
who live under as well as to individu- 


als, and, vice verſa, this reaſoning holds 
good of all other ſyſtems of religion, whoſe 


doctrines, &c. are not found i in the New 
Teſtament; becauſe, as was noticed, though 
ſome of them do not equally differ from 
thoſe contained therein, yet they do in 
their degree wherein they are not thoſe of 
the ſacred writings. | Even that of the 
Mahomedan contains ſome doctrines that 
are to be found in thoſe records, as well as. 


of „„ 


EE 
the Papiſts, &c. This reaſoning therefore, 
it muſt be admitted, applies to each one 
of the Proteſtants, or to neither of the 
others, If it holds in any one ſyſtem of 
religion of the Proteſtants, whoſe doctrines 
are not thoſe of the New Teſtament, ſuch 
cannot but admit the ſame conſequences. 
concerning themſelves as they do of the 
Papiſts, &c. for reaſons already offered. 
If the doctrines, &c. of the Papiſts, 
&c. ſo fer as they are not contained in the 
New Teſtament, are therefore not effica- 
cious to ſave men, it will follow, as Paul 7 
affirms, viz. they are only wood, hay, &c. 
as additions to, and built upon, the true 
and only foundation laid in the New Teſ- 
tament. This includes each of the tenets, 
rites, and ceremonies, which are the ap- 
pointments of men. Conſequently it fol- 
lows, that infant ſprinkling, as one of that 
of the Papiſts, as well as that of moſt of 
the Proteſtants, cannot be efficacious to 
fave the infant, or admit it into the king- 
es e N 3 
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dom of Chriſt here, no more than the rite 
of purgatory can ſave the man who dies a 


finner, For if the Proteſtant denies that 


efficacy to the latter, becauſe it is an in- 


vention of men and not an inſtitution of 
God, it will equally apply to the former on 
the ſame account. 

SECT. 5. If the foregoing reafoning is 


juſtly founded, it ſeems to follow unavoid- 
ably that it is really inconſiſtent for the 
: perſons. whom we are ſpeaking of, to at- 
tewpt to convert any one from the religion 
he has embraced as different from that of 
his own; as for inſtance, that of Maho- 
metiſm or the Papiſts, in order to his being 
i ſaved; becauſe ſuch a perſon we ſuppoſe 
admits that ſome who adhere to either may 
be ſaved thereby; and then, as was ob- 
ſerved, all others of them may likewiſe; 
and conſequently he muſt allow, that thoſe 
of them who are not ſaved, it does not ariſe 
from the inefficacy of the religion which he 
already embraces, but to his not adhering 


7 FT 


„ 
to it. But muſt it not then appear highly 
| unreaſonable and incongruous for a man of 
that ſentiment to attempt to convert any 
one from that religion which he owns, nay 
maintains, he may be ſaved by, to con- 
form to his own, which holds out to him 
only the ſame benefit to be thereby re- 
ceived? ? Conſequently, he has no better or 
5 more ſubſtantial reaſon or argument to of- 
fer why the other ſhould | make ſuch S .. 
change, than he has to abide by that he 5 
das before adhered to. For the only ra- 
tional ground or reaſon why a man attempts 
to convert another from that religion which 
he profeſſes, to embrace his own, as far as 
they differ in their doctrines, &c. is that 
thereby he may be ſaved. But this is re- 
pugnant to the ſentiment ſuch a man main- 
tains, who allows that men of all religions 
may thereby be ſaved. And yet how many 
are there who hold this opinion, that exert 
their utmoſt by writing, preaching, and 5 
_ converſation, to effect the converſion of 
men 


(6) 


men from another ſyſtem of religion to their 


own; and likewiſe blame men of other re- 


ligions for not being converted to that 
i which they plead for. Nay, many go ſo 
far as to ſentence them to the everlaſting 
diſpleaſure of God for ſuch a refuſal, even 
without any other remedy than that which 
they propoſe to them, though not founded 
in the New Teſtament, any more than that 
of the others. But ſurely this conduct, 
when judged of by their own conceſſions, 
muſt appear egregiouſiy inconſiſtent and 
abſurd; becauſe at certain times they plead 
for and defend the contrary ſentiment, and 
not only ſo, but even cenſure others for 
not poſſeſſing the ſame Catholic opinion 
with themſelves, VIZ. that ſome of all re- 


ligions will or may be ſaved thereby. 


Sxcr. 6. If the foregoing e * 
© really concluſive againſt the ſentiment un- 
der conſideration, it ſeems to follow indiſ- 
5 putably, that men living under either of the 
ſyſtems of religion we haye mentioned, if 


adhered 
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£ adhered to, have no juſt reaſon to be fo- 
4 licitous to enquire into, or attempt to form 
5 | any accurate judgment of the truth or. 
[: falſchood of the doctrines, &c. of any 
bother to be ſaved thereby becauſe it is 


675 


admitted, that by any one we have no- 
ticed, ſome and therefore all may be ſa- 

ved upon conforming to either of them. 
Were theſe perſons to abide by the conſe- 
quence of their opinion, as has been men- 
tioned, it ought to put a final ſtop to each 
ones writing and pleading i in favour of chews 50 
own religion, either i in defending i it againſt 
, | that of any other, or in propagating it 
| | amongſt men in order to their being ſa- 
ved. Every attempt of this kind muſt. 
| . appear inconſiſtent with their own avowed 
| opinion, and therefore utterly needleſs, if 
not impertinent. 


. 


SECT. 7. This ſentiment we are op- 


poſing, in its conſequences puts an en- 

tire end to every diſpute and controverſy 
amongſt different ſects or denominations 
LE ric 


) 


(whoſe doctrines, Kc. are not contained in 
the New Teſtament) concerning whether 
their religion or that of another's is beſt 
calculated to ſave men, ſeeing it is owned | 
| by each one of that opinion, that the re- 
ligion of each is efficacious to obtain that 
end, if adhered to. And yet the very re- 
verſe to this, is the univerſal and conſtant 
practice of very many of each. For either 
of them, whole doctrines, & c. are not 
i thoſe of the N ew Teſtament, to plead that 
theirs is efficacious, or the moſt ſo, and 
therefore to be preferred, is putting in a 
weak claim, ſeeing that each ſect aſſerts 
and maintains the like of that they em- 
brace. | Beſides, we are ſuppoſing that 
each one grants the ſame of another's ſyf- 
tem of religion, ſo far as that a man may BY 
be ſaved thereby, though he does not em- 
| brace that WHEN: he is perſuading him to 
receive. | 
sSxer. 8. But I add, if according to the 
decided judgment of the writers of the 
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New Teſtament, the doctrines, &c. given 


by Moſes to the Jews, from God, could 
not ſave thoſe who lived under it, but that 
they were to obtain it by the Goſpel only, 
both of which they certainly aſſert, it 
ſeems to follow with a clearneſs of evidence 
not to be conſiſtently denied, that the doc- 
trines, &c. contained in a ſyſtem of re- 
ligion compiled by men, whether by Ma- 
homed, the Papiſt, or the Proteſtant, can- 
not be admitted to be more efficacious, if 
ſo much, to fave; men who adkere to either, 
than that of Moſes, or equal to that con- 
; tained i in the New Teſtament. For who- 
ever affirms that either of them mentioned 
above may produce that effect to thoſe who 
; adhere to either of them, muſt certainly 
maintain that either of them is ſuperior to 
that of Moſes to ſave men, and equal to 
that of the latter, Whoever admits that | 
by the law of Moſes, men could not be 
ſaved, cannot, conſiſtent therewith, plead 
that a iyſtem of religion compoled by Ma- 
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homed, &c. is efficacious to obtain that 
end by thoſe who adhere to either, ſeeing 
it was not to be had by the former. 
If he affirms that either of thoſe juſt 
; mentioned, are equally efficacious with 
that contained in the New Teſtament, then 
what St. Paul ſays concerning juſtification 
by the law of Moſes is true here, that 
| Chriſt died in vain. Theſe are conſequen- 
ces which 1 preſume will follow, or it muſt 
be allowed that the doctrines, &c. of Ma- 
homed, &c. are inefficacious to ſave any 
who adhere to either ſyſtem of religion. 
5 Conſequently, it appears ſtrongly to mili- 
tate againſt the ſentiment under conſidera- 
tion, viz. that men may be ſaved by ad- 
| hering to each ſyſtem of religion we have 
mentioned. 
ser. 9. To be more explicit and par- 
ticular. The above reaſoning will un- 
doubtedly apply to a ſyſtem of religion, 
ſuppoſe that of the Quakers, in which 
neither Baptiſm nor the Lord's Supper con- 
_ ſtitute 
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ſtitute any part of it, and alſo to each of. --- 


thoſe in which a ſubſtitution of one or both 
of them takes place, by a rite or rites, in- 


| ſtead of either or both, of human appoint= 
ment, which thereby ſuppreſſes, or in ef- 
fect repeals one or both of them. If either 
of theſe ſyſtems of religion is allowed to be 


efficacious to ſave men who adhere thereto, 


| it will follow that any other ſyſtem of re- 
ligion which leaves out or ſuppreſſes that 
of faith in Chriſt, with thoſe inſtitutes juſt 
mentioned, 18 alike capable to ſave men, 


if they conform to it, as is acknowledged 


a by thoſe we are ſpeaking of reſpecting that 
of Mahomed. For thoſe rituals are as | 
much inſeparable from, and conſtituent 
parts of that of the New Teſtament, as faith 


in Chriſt, To urge againſt this conclu- 


fion, that the former are rites of a poſitive 
nature, but that the latter is not, and ; 
therefore that the others may be left out or „ 


ſuppreſſed or changed, but this cannot, 


Proves too much, becauſe Shak 2 is a decla- 


red 


(is) 


red condition or requirement whereby to 
be ſaved, is alſo a politive appointment | 
contained therein, tho? of a different nature 
or kind; likewiſe its efficacy to that end 
equally depends upon the will of God, 
and like the others is a conſtituent part of 
that religion; and therefore, if the others 
map, this alſo may be left out or ſup- 
preſſed or changed in a ſyſtem of religion 
? by which men may be ſaved, who adhere : 
to it and vice verſa. 
| SxerT 10. Another conſequence ariſing 
From the opinion we are adverting to, is, c 
that the doctrines, &c. of the religion 
contained in the New Teſtament are hereby 
virtually denied to be the alone Standard, 
or only infallible rule, by which to decide ; 
what is indiſpenſibly required and obliga- 
tory on thoſe 8 poſſeſs it whereby to be 
ſaved; and yet the contrary to this is not 
only the profeſſed ſentiments of  Chilling- 
worth and Watſon, but it is the unanimous 


opinion ſubſcribed t to by all ſects who pro- 


feſs 5 


ſs 
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feſs the Chriſtian religion, at leaſt by thoſe 
of Proteſtants. Were this given up, it 
would follow that there are other nimes 
beſides that of Chriſt, i. e. his doctrines, 
&c. by which men may be ſaved; but this 
is contrary to the explicit declaration of an 
inſpired Apoſtle. But this conſequence 
ſeems to be undeniable, if men may be 
ſaved by believing in, and obeying a ſyſtem a 
of religion in which each of thoſe appoint- 
ments juſt mentioned are not contained, 
or wherein a ſubſtitution of one or all of 
them takes place; for then thoſe contained 
in the New Teſtament are not the alone 
rule, or Standard, by obſerving which 
men may be ſaved, but that end may be 
attained by other appointments. Which 
not only ſo far nullifies them relative to 
that end, but places thoſe which are of 
| human inſtitution and authority only upon | 


a level with them, as alike or rather more 
efficacious to obtain that end. 
Qt the foregoing reaſoning is not juſtly 
founded 


n founded and ü it wil alſo follow 5 
r that all the other doctrines, &c. that are | 
| peculiar to, and conſtituent parts of the 
5 religion of the New Teſtament, containing 
the declared way or medium, by adhere- 
ing to which men may be ſaved, may be 
0 omitted or left out of a ſyſtem of religion 
8 BER by which men may obtain that end by con- 
If forming to it, and conſequently i it directly 
terminates in natural religion only, or that 
which a rational and conſiſtent Deiſt be- 
| he lieves in and pleads for. Whoever there- 
r fore would effectually avoid an opinion 
which eventually, and its direct conſe- 
| quences, pleads for and ſupports the cauſe 
of Deiſm, muſt confine his Standard of 
che doctrines, &. by. obſerving which 
men may be ſaved, to thoſe only contained 
in the New T eltament. | 5 
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